[USE OF SILDENAFIL CITRATE FOR TREATMENT OF ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION OF VARIOUS ETIOLOGY].
Erectile dysfunction is closely linked to the general state of both physical and psychological wellness. Among the major risk factors are heart disease, arterial hypertension, diabetes, hyperlipidemia, as well as sedentary lifestyle, smoking and alcohol abuse. Also, the disease is more frequently found in men undergoing radiation therapy or surgery for prostate cancer. Psychological correlates include anxiety, depression and irritability. Despite a higher prevalence among older men, erectile dysfunction is not considered an inevitable part of aging. Due to polyetiology of the disease, sildenafil is regarded as the gold standard of treatment, and new high quality generic drugs are marketed. The article covers the use of sildenafil in patients with diseases of the cardiovascular system, diabetes, hypogonadism. Effectiveness of sildenafil in patients on chronic hemodialysis as well as in patients undergoing radical prostatectomy is discussed. The issue of addiction to sildenafil is outlined.